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chief than to be busy In all. Embrace and invite
helps and advices touching the execution of thy
place; and do not drive away such as bring thee
information as meddlers, but accept of them in
good part. The vices of authority are chiefly
four: delays, corruption, roughness, and facility.
For delays; give easy access; keep times ap-
pointed; go through with that which is in hand;
and interlace not business but of necessity. For
corruption; do not only bind thine own hands
or thy servants' hands from taking, but bind the
hands of suitors also from offering. For integrity
used doth the one; but integrity professed, and
with a manifest detestation of bribery, doth the
other. And avoid not only the fault, but the sus-
picion. Whosoever is found variable, and chang-
eth manifestly without manifest cause, giveth
suspicion of corruption. Therefore always when
thou changest thine opinion or course, profess it
plainly and declare it, together with the reasons
that move thee to change; and do not think to
steal it. A servant or a favourite, if he be in-
ward, and no other apparent cause of esteem, Is
commonly thought but a by-way to close corrup-
tion. For roughness, it Is a needless cause of dis-
content: severity breedeth fear, but roughness
breedeth hate. Even reproofs from authority
ought to be grave, and not taunting. As for fa-
cility, it is worse than bribery. For bribes come
but now and then; but if importunity or idle re-